
Welcome To Our ‘Home’ (On The Range)
Welcome to the first edition of Home On The Range, the news-

letter of The Shooting Center at the American Police Hall of Fame 
& Museum. The purpose of this publication is to keep you informed, 
provide tips and pointers from our talented range staff and trainers, 
offer updates on local happenings in the shooting community, and to 
just “talk guns.” 

In order to do all of the above, we need your help! We welcome 
your inputs, story ideas, article submissions, photos and comments. Is 
there a new gun on the market that you’ve had the opportunity to test? 
We’d like to hear your impressions. Did you attend a training session 
that gave you new insights and expertise? Please share your thoughts. 
Do you have some photos from a recent range session that you think 
your fellow shooters will enjoy? By all means, send ‘em in. We want 
to talk about new products, new shooting opportunities, clubs and ac-

tivities in the Brevard County area, and news here at The Shooting 
Center. 

Most of all, we want to interact with YOU...our valued customer. 
Home On The Range will come out monthly, at the beginning of the 
month it represents. 

To submit an article, photo, letter or training calendar update, 
please email it by the 14th of the month, earlier if possible, to Tarae@
aphf.org. 

If we are inundated with materials, we may hold some pieces until 
the following month. Submissions may be edited for space and content 
considerations. 

Help us make this a publication that serves you and all other shoot-
ers, hunters and gun enthusiasts throughout Brevard County.

We’ll see you on the range!
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They are calling it “the Holy Grail” of concealed carry pistols. 
While that may be a bit of hyperbole from someone who has sniffed a 
bit too much Hoppes #9, the new Sig P365 has been hailed as a truly 
outstanding little gun. Sig says it’s an “everyday carry” pistol (EDC), 
and named it the 365 because it’s suitable for carry 24/7 and 365 days 
a year. 

With a manufacturer’s suggested retail price of $599, it will likely 
hit the gun shops at just around $499-550, a manageable price for 
most firearms budgets. 

And what will you get for your money? Well, the dimensions are 
comparable -- and actually a tad shorter from front to back 
sights -- to the Glock 43 and the S&W Shield, ex-

cept the 365 does not have a single 
stack magazine. Sig has engineered 
10 +1 rounds of 9mm into a flush-

fit (or pinkie extended) mag and 12 
+1 into an extended magazine. This 

striker-fired little work horse is 
also rated for +P ammo.  

 Unfortunately the new 
super shooter was no sooner  

 in the hands of reviewers and 
early users when they began reporting a 

distressing failure to return to battery. Test videos 
chronicled  the issue, even as the reviewers praised its 
quality and comfort... when it was working. The good news is 
that Sig is reassuring shooters that the problem is being fixed and that 
they take their customer service very seriously.

If that’s true, then, as these become more widely available, they 
are worth a try, especially for folks who love the Sig brand but want 
something with a few more rounds than the P938 and something in 
the striker-fired variety. 

Brevard County gun shops are still taking pre-orders on this pistol. 
Dan Sabath at our Pro Shop cautions that distributors don’t have the 
gun in hand yet, but, when they do, give him a call at 321-264-0911 
Ext. 129 and he’ll you one. 

What about you? Have you seen one? Or were you lucky enough to 
shoot one? What are your thoughts? Send your comments to Tarae@
aphf.org for our next issue.

Even before the horrific shooting at Marjorie Stoneman 
Douglas high school, 2018 did not start off on a high note for 
Florida gun owners. 

In December, three gun bills failed to receive the necessary 
committee approval in order to go before the full Senate in 
2018. These bills were: Senate Bill 135 – allowing Floridians 
with concealed weapon licenses to carry firearms up to the 
entrances of courthouses; Senate Bill 148 – which decriminal-
izes the inadvertent display of a concealed handgun; and Senate 
Bill 274 – which allows carry at religious institutions including 
church-related private schools or daycare facilities.

Two Republicans, Senators Rene Garcia (R-Hialeah) and 
Anitere Flores (R-Miami) voted with Democrats, killing all 
three pieces of legislation. Republican Senators Debbie May-
field, Lizbeth Benacquisto, Rob Bradley, and Greg Steube 
supported gun owners and voted in favor of the bills.

This came on the heels the U.S. Supreme Court refusing to 
hear Norman v Florida, which might have enabled a judicial 
route to open carry in the state.

At the federal level, the prospects for universal reciprocity 
seem dimmer, as well. Michael Hammond, legislative counsel 
for Gun Owners of America reports that Senate Majority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell has refused to bring up concealed carry 
reciprocity for over 50 weeks.   

With the shrill calls for gun control in the wake of the south 
Florida shooting, you can be sure that things will get worse 
before they get better. In the meantime, do all you can to com-
bat lies and half-truths, and make SURE your voices are being 
heard…at the state AND the national level! See below:

Marco Rubio (R): http://www.rubio.senate.gov   (202) 224-
3041; Bill Nelson (D): senator@billnelson.senate.gov or (202) 
224-5274. 

State Representatives: https://www.house.gov/representa-
tives; State senators: http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/#Sena-
tors. And go to this link to find your representatives: http://
www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/representa-
tives.aspx



Upcoming Events & Classes At The Shooting Center 
March 17: Vehicle Counter Carjacking with UTM Force on 
Force – 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $125 - contact assaultcountertac-
tics@yahoo.com 
April 14: Florida Concealed Carry Class – 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
$40 - contact range@aphf.org
April 15: Introduction to Handguns – 1-6 p.m. $50 three 
hours class and two range. Great for beginners and 
those reconnecting with firearms. Can also qualify for 
Concealed Carry License. contact assaultcountertac-
tics@yahoo.com 
April 21 & 22: Specialized training with guest: Legendary 
nationally known gun writer Fred Mastison - contact  
assaultcountertactics@yahoo.com 
May 5: Florida Concealed Carry Class – 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
$40 - contact range@aphf.org
May 19: Realistic Self Defense and scenario force on 
force training – 9 a.m.-4 p.m. $125 - contact  
assaultcountertactics@yahoo.com 
To list your class here: email Tarae@aphf.org.

Our instructors have connections nationwide, and guest instruc-
tors are a common occurence. One of the “regulars” featured 
in Paul Pawela’s Assault Counter Tactics classes is Col. Danny 
McKnight, USA, Ret. (seated, center) of Black Hawk Down fame. 
Col. McKnight lives in the region and loves our facility, so he 

often pops in for a few words of wisdom to students. In the photo 
above, he poses in front of the windshield of his Humvee from 
Mogadishu. American heroes pop in all the time at The Shooting 
Center!         
           (Photo By Linda Keesling)

You Never Know Who You’ll Meet At The Shooting Center

By Bob Fowler
OK, you’ve got your CCW. You are now standing in front of a sta-

tionary target on the range blasting away boxes of 9mm ammunition. 
Are you bored? 
There must be something better, something that would help you 

gain some training without much effort, something that is more realis-
tic than shooting at a fixed target.

Well, there are many things that you could get 
involved in, IDPA, USPSA, Steel and more. Each 
of these take place on the weekend at many pis-
tol ranges around the area. However, they are an 
outdoor sport and many of them allow you to see 
what you will be shooting at before you have to go 
thru the course.

The American Police Hall Of Fame has a 
course on Friday from around 1:30 to 6:30 p.m. You can come any 
time in that period: first-come, first-served. Therefore, you may have 
to wait for your two minutes of adrenaline or you may be able to walk 
in and shoot right away, depending on the time of day and your fellow 
shooters’ work schedule. This is the Friday Tactical Practical competi-
tion (TAC/PRAC).

Each week the people that think things up for our TAC/PRAC 
scenarios go into a back room and try to outsmart their fellow shoot-
ers by drawing up a scenario that mimics a bunch of robbers in your 

house. Like a robber, they try to hide (targets) and provide you, the 
shooter, with a realistic approach on how you would search out and 
shoot the bad guys. But once you are in the scenario, you are on your 
own, so look everywhere!

Then, early Friday morning, our crew sets up the course using full-
sized pictorial targets, plastic walls and boxes that simulate rooms and 

hiding places.
There are normally 10 targets, however some 

“non-shoots” (simulating family or neighbors) 
may also be placed in your line of fire, so you 
have to move around and carefully place your 
shots. You will shoot a minimum of 30 rounds, 
three to each bad guy. You may shoot more than 
three, but you are responsible for every shot you 
take...just as you would be in your home. 

If you shoot a good guy you are charged 50 points, a miss is 5 
points. If you fail to get at least one shot on target you will be charged 
10 points plus the three misses (25 points). You will be timed and 
your time – plus any bad shots – are added against you. Your score 
will be posted and e-mailed for everyone to see. 

After 12 weeks (only 9 of the best weeks) your score will be aver-
aged. Then the first, second, and third place shooters are given prizes.

However the best prize of all is that you have shot a course that’s 
as realistic as we can make it.

Test Your Skill And Have Some Fun At Tactical Practical

There are normally 10 targets, 
however some “non-shoots” 

(simulating family or 
neighbors) may also be 

placed in your line of fire...



By Paul Pawela
Before anyone enters the gun range at the American Police Hall 

of Fame, there are signs on both range bays that state:
1) Treat Every Firearm as if it is loaded.
2) Keep your Finger off the trigger until you are ready to fire.
3) Always Keep firearms pointed away from people.
4) Eye and Ear protection must be in place prior to entering the 

shooting bays. 
One of my favorite instructors of all time was the late Jim Cirillo, 

famed New York Police Officer of the New York Stake Out Squad 
whose Unit was involved in 252 armed confrontations (including 24 
gunfights in which he was personally involved). Cirillo was also a 
National PPC shooting champion and a Federal Firearms Trainer.

In his best-selling book Guns, Bullets and Gunfights, he has this 
to say about the Negligent Discharge (ND):

“To make mistakes is only human. We have erasers on pencils and 
white-out for typewriters, but I have yet to see a bullet recalled after 
it’s been fired accidently. Of course, no one believes it can happen to 
them. Like herding animals, we feel that tragedy only strikes oth-
er animals. This, though, could be the most dangerous one for the 
shooter to harbor, for he/she may very well be the “other animal.”

“From my own experiences and those of my peers, I have come 
to a very serious conclusion: the Firearms fancier, collector, shooter, 
handler or instructor, whether expert or not, is the most susceptible 
of the unintentional discharge of a firearm.”

Jim Cirillo goes on to tell the sad story of a well-known pistol 
champion of national prominence who accidently shot and killed 
his wife. Jim also admitted that, despite his notoriety and celebrity 
instructor status, he has had three NDs himself.
Highly Trained, but Accidents Happen

The United States’ three-tier Counter Terrorism and Hostage 
Rescue Units are: the FBI HRT; the Army’s Combat Application 
Group better known as Delta Force; and the Navy’s DEVGRU, better 
known as Seal Team Six. 

Each of their operators have a couple things in common: they 
all shoot 100,000 rounds a year of hand gun ammunition alone (not 
counting sub-machine gun or rifle rounds.)

What else do these 
highly trained operators 
have in common? Each one of these 
elite, highly trained, experienced 
units have had a fatality in their 
shoot house durimg training, 

because some one had their 
finger on the trigger at the 
wrong time!

I always ask my students “if 
that could happen to them, with 
all their intense training, what 
makes you think it could not 
happen to you?”

On the written exam that I give to 
CCW classes, one of the questions is, “We review 
the range safety rules over and over because they 
are easy to forget. True or False.” 

Of course, the answer is true!
It Can Happen Anywhere

So why am I harping on this subject to all you veterans of fire-
arms? Great question! Glad you asked! In the nearly eight years that 
I have been a Range Safety Officer (RSO), we have had three people 
shoot themselves, two of which I personally treated.

During our bi-weekly matches, I have witnessed five seasoned 
shooters who experienced NDs. Another of our regular shooters acci-
dently shot himself in the hand at home.

In another instance, a gentleman argued about how he was han-
dling his firearm while seated on a range chair – with people in front 
of him on the firing line (breaking rules number 1 through 3). He 
insisted his gun was unloaded and proceeded to pull the trigger, send-
ing a round from the “unloaded” gun through the chair into the wall. 
This shooter was, uh, “escorted” off the range. 

We at the American Police Hall of Fame host a variety of differ-
ent firearms training sessions and firearms-related shooting events, 
and the emphasis on range and firearms safety can NEVER be 
over-emphasized, because range safety is everyone’s responsibility. 

Never Say ‘Oops’
Range Safety Is Everyone’s Responsibility

By Tara Dixon Engel
If you’re new to firearms, chances are 

that your buddy, brother, spouse or signifi-
cant other has a definitive opinion on what 
you should carry – and why. 

My years behind a gun counter gave 
me ring-side seats to an endless parade 
of well-meaning gun mentors who didn’t 
always get it right. “Here you go, sweetie. 
With your tiny hands, this Ruger LCP is the 
perfect carry gun for you,” I’ve heard many 
a hubby say to his petite wife. Never mind 
the punishing recoil that will prompt her to 
bury the piece in the bowels of her under-
wear drawer forever! 

Then there were the gents who lovingly 
caressed the newest, shiniest Kimber Ultra 
Raptor as they told their buddies “this will 
be a perfect carry gun for wifey” (and a 
great weekend shooter for him!) Never mind 
that concealing it on wifey’s 125 lb frame 
will be one heck of challenge. Never mind 
that wifey has never shot a .22 LR, let alone 
a .45 ACP with a three-inch barrel. And, 
hey, so what if wifey hates loud noises and 
anything that hurts her hands? You go right 
ahead and spend $1,000 on a gun that will 
end up being yours anyway. (Am I cynical 
to think that was the goal all along?)

My point is not to bash well-intentioned 
gun mentors. They certainly play a role in 
the education process. But if you are new to 
firearms, it is important that you: seek out a 
variety of opinions, take a number of differ-
ent classes, and TRUST YOURSELF when 
it comes to deciding on your first carry gun.

A lot of gun mentors will give you “per-
fect world” scenarios – yes, a mini-
mum of 9 mm is best for carry; yes, 
the very small polymer-framed guns 
are the most concealable; yes, a revolv-
er is the simplest gun for a beginner to 
understand…and so on. 

But we don’t live in a perfect world 
(if we did, we wouldn’t need carry guns!) 
So consider these points when selecting 
a firearm that may stand between you and 
tragedy!

1). Try ANY gun before you buy it. 
Don’t just hold it at the gun counter. Make 
sure you can pull the trigger (yes, differ-
ent guns have different degrees of trigger 
poundage). Make sure the recoil doesn’t 
faze you. and that you’re comfortable load-
ing/unloading it. If it is a semi-automatic, 
make certain you can rack the slide. 

2). Try several different guns before you 
make your choice. Every gun is a trade-off. 

They all have advantages but not all the ad-
vantages are the same. See what works best 
for YOU.

3). Choose a gun based on YOUR vital 
statistics…your size, your hand strength, 
your  

dexterity, your 
physical limitations, and – most 

of all – the likelihood that you will actually 
practice with it. If you plan to carry a gun 
for personal defense, it is imperative that 
you become proficient. If, God forbid, you 
ever have to use it, you will be adrenalized 
and suffering from vision impairment, rapid 
heartbeat, limited dexterity and crippled  
                               (Continued on next page) 

“Try any gun before 

you buy it... Try several 

different guns before you 

make your choice...”

In The Beginning: Choosing Your First Carry Gun



(Continued from previous page) 
thought processes. If using your gun isn’t 
second nature, a personal defense encounter 
is NOT the time to learn!

4). Figure out how you want to carry.  
Doing so requires a close look at your life-
style. I chuckle at those who say “you need 
to adjust your clothing…buy a size larger, 
get a looser fit.” Few of us can afford to 
invest in a whole new wardrobe, especially 
on the heels of buying a gun and the accom-
panying accessories. And if you work in a 
professional environment, your employer 
may have certain expectations about your 
appearance. Baggy suit jackets or slacks that 
sag may not be an option. And forget sliding 
a holster onto your everyday belt. Fashion 

belts are not designed to support a holster, let 
alone a fully loaded polymer or steel framed 
sidearm. You must invest in a real gun belt! 
If you don’t plan to hip carry, then you need 
to explore other options such as a belly band, 
ankle carry, compression t-shirt or shorts, 
or even garter carry (for ladies in dresses – 
but remember that even a small lightweight 
gun feels heavy when strapped against your 
thigh.) And then, of course, there is purse or 
backpack carry – which can be more con-
venient but present their own issues, best 
addressed in a separate article.

5). Make sure you consider your budget 
– if you have $1,000 to spend, better to buy a 
$500 gun and use the rest for ammo and 
training. Also, consider your home life 

and where the gun will reside when you’re 
not wearing it. If you have children at home, 
then add a dependable gun safe to your bud-
get. There should be no compromising 
when it comes to your family’s 
safety. And how you to introduce 
your children to  
this new 
household 
tool is a 
subject for a 
future column.

In The Beginning...

The Shooting Center is but one piece of the 
amazing package that resides on the campus of 
The American Police Hall of Fame & Museum in 
Titusville. 

If you take a little extra time during your next 
range visit, you will discover a sprawling facility 
dedicated to the history, tools and investigational 
techniques of American law enforcement, from 
frontier days to the present. The museum features 
fun hands-on displays such as a mock jail cell, 
an electric chair, a stock & pillory from the 18th 
century (always a cool selfie shot), a variety of 
vintage and futuristic police cars, an activity area 
for kids and much more.

But if you scratch the surface and dig a bit 
deeper, you will discover a carefully orchestrated 
effort to assist and honor disabled officers and 
their families, as well as the families of fallen officers, nationwide. 

“People are always surprised when I give them an ‘insider’s 
tour,’” says Barry Shepherd, CEO of the facility. “They assume that 
we just preserve the history of law enforcement, but we are also very 
much about honoring those who paid the ultimate price for their com-
munity’s safety and security. And we support and assist the families 
of those officers who have been injured or killed in the line of duty.”
Tiny Flags

If you have been a resident of Brevard County for more than a 
year, you may have noticed the grounds of the facility, located on the 
NASA causeway just down the road from Kennedy Space Center, 
are dotted with tiny American flags each year from mid-May to the 
beginning of June. Many passers-by suppose that it is a Memorial 
Day tribute…and, in fact, it is, “but it is actually a tribute designed to 
draw attention to Police Memorial Day (May 15) and Police Week,” 
Shepherd explains. “Each flag represents a police family survivor. 
And the flags are placed by female inmates from the county prison, 
who take tremendous pride in completing this task. It is a great sym-
bolic tribute all the way around.”

Also during Police Week, the facility holds its yearly memorial 
observances, welcoming the families of the fallen and honoring those 
officers killed in the line of duty.
Support For Law Enforcement Families

When it is not honoring fallen officers, the Hall of Fame and its 
supporting organizations – the National Association of Chiefs of Po-
lice (NACOP) and the American Federation of Police & Concerned 
Citizens (AFP&CC) – work to provide support and funding for para-
lyzed/disabled officers and their families as well as families of fallen 
officers. The organization also supports law enforcement agencies 
through initiatives like the K-9 Placement program, which has pro-
vided canine units to over 90 agencies in more than 30 states. 

Through NACOP’s Family Fund for Paralyzed and Disabled 
Police Officers, the facility offers financial assistance with medical 
bills, birthday and holiday gifts for children ages 0-17, college schol-
arships, summer camp opportunities, and Mother’s or Father’s Day 

gifts and remembrances. AFP&CC’s Police Family Survivor’s Fund 
offers the same kind of support to the families of fallen officers.
Heartfelt Feedback

The success of these services is seen through hundreds of thank-
you cards received from officers, law enforcement agencies, and fam-
ily members. These include children like Minda of Cookeville, TN, 
who writes “It was such a wonderful surprise to receive the $1,000 
scholarship. Your organization has played such an important role in 
my life since my Dad died in 1999. Your support is forever appreciat-
ed,” or the Hanger family of Mount Vernon, WA, who wrote, “Words 
cannot express our gratitude for your support during this difficult 
time. Your compassionate words, Medal of Honor and your generous 
monetary gift to our family has touched our hearts and helped us feel 
that we are not alone…”

“Those types of sentiments are all the incentive we need,” Shep-
herd explains. “That’s what it’s all about. That’s why we’re here.”

For more information about the Hall of Fame/Museum or its sup-
porting organizations, go to www.aphf.org, www.nacoponline.org or 
www.afp-cc.org or call 321-264-0911.

There is More To The APHF 
Facility Than Meets The Eye

Arming Yourself...With Facts
In this volatile environment, with hunters and shoot-

ers under assault, it is wise to have facts at your fingertips 
when confronted with emotion. For instance:

According to the FBI, Violent crime was DOWN in the 
first half of 2017 (they have not released data for the 
second half) by 0.8% across the board. Violent crime fell 
by 6.1% in non-metropolitan counties (where residents 
are more likely to be armed) and by 1.5% in metropolitan 
counties. 

In a 2013 study commissioned by President Obama, 
the Dept of Health & Human Services and the Centers for 
Disease Control reported that “Defensive use of guns by 
crime victims is a common occurance...with annual uses 
ranging from 500,000 to 3 million...”


